
Mycena Cave Cuisine Competition Design 

Mycena Cave is, in essence, a virtual pet forum with gamey elements. Players can earn currency by 

playing games or posting creative works, which revolve around the forum/chat room based 

community. Additionally, every once in a while an event takes place, offering players the chance to 

earn extra currency or obtain items limited to that event. These events range from click-based 

assembly (click a button every x minutes to collect a thing, assemble multiple things into an object, 

send the object to another player for points, use points to purchase limited edition event items) to 

fully creative (write an engaging roleplay around a theme, or including a specific character). They can 

also be in the form of ‘quick fun’ games. 

This document shows a forum game I designed to increase the variety in the type of skills required 

for our events. A previous topic showed that many of our players, staff members included, have a 

particular appreciation for cooking and baking. This led to the idea that perhaps we could do a 

cooking competition, where, even though we live all across the world, players would submit their 

favourite recipes and staff members would then nominate dishes and cook them in real life.  

The event was split up over three posts; A discussion topic which contained the event details (see 

Figure 1), a recipe submission topic (see Figure 2) which was restricted solely to posts from players 

entering the competition, and a recipe nomination topic (see Figure 3) for staff members to post 

their nominated dishes and cooking results (see Figure 4 and 5). After the nomination period passed, 

staff members had to grade the submitted dishes, and a weighted average of their grades was taken, 

where the weight depended on whether they cooked or did not cook a dish. Dishes had to be graded 

in two categories by all staff members, being a) Appeal and b) Creativity, and staff members that had 

cooked a dish could also grade a dish based on c) Taste. The grades were entered in a Google Form 

(see Figure 6), after which the following formulae were applied to get the final scores and decide on 

the winner of the competition: 

Staff member grade per dish: 

   

 
 or, if the staff member cooked the dish 

     

 
 

And the weighted average of all staff member grades: 

                            
         

 

Where the cooking staff have a weight of c = 2, and the ‘gourmet expert’ (non-cooking) staff have a 

weight of e = 1. 

 

 

 

  



 

  

Figure 1 Discussion Topic 



 

Figure 2 Recipe Submission Topic 



 

Figure 3 Recipe Nomination Topic 



 

Figure 4 Example of Recipe Nomination - Part 1 



 

Figure 5 Example of Recipe Nomination - Part 2 



 

Figure 6 Staff Grading Form 


